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Politioal

¥We, in Afghanistan, let the Ruseians come in and :wve freely about our
country because wo know that they won't have any influence on our peoyls.
Ialan {8 itgelf socialistle and ocur pecple are 1004 Islanic. {There 1o 1o
rooia for Commmien in Afzlenistan,

Regarlling Afgbanisten’s relations with its irwediste neighbors, I can
say that our relations with Iran are good, with Pazistan very bed, amd
vith the UGER we don't have very sctive relatioms. I should point out
that the Afghans sre all tough soldiers, Every Afghan men and woown
{exoept some of those in the cities) can shcot and ride a horso.

Stetus of Wouan

Unfortunately, women In the cities still wear the veil, but in the villages
they éo not, because life is not as dsngercus and it 18 not considared that
they must be protectsd as much, Women 4o xnot have the vote in Afghanistan.

Bonlth

All hospital facilitiee are maintained and financed by the Afghen Coverunent.
There sxe 0o hospitals for private paying yatients at all. Everything is mun
by the govermment and is free. Ve lack uoney, hovever, and ows hospitals
dare therefore not well equipped. Ve also lack tysined indigencus personnsl.
It is only recently thet women entered nureing. The priss winister set the
sxsaple by sending three of his dsughters tc nursing sokcol. There are no
midvives, and infunt wortality, especlally in the villages, i: immense.
Bevertheless, our psople are the strongest and healtilest in the Dast.

There heve been no wejur epilenics in Afghanietsn for Ll vual b years,
Previcus {0 thal cholere and typhoid were carried in ¥Yrx: ‘vidstan. Row
our biggest disease probleu is mmlorle. There was st oF =tiavia in
Marth Afghanistan. The World Bealth Organdsatiom (WED' vz+4 1% snd practl-
eslly sliminated it. Now that heslth couditions have Dmeewerd 30 parkedly
in that ares, there has beun o resettloment of Paiuch ,~ - +:ich hed pre-
viously been dspopulated. Also under WEO, TB fighting scqusi: have been
crganised. Ve are alsc concerned about csttle dissasee, particularly
mmﬁj. We bed 8 bed epidenmic of this in 1551, for wideh WHO

’ mo .

Afgrenistan has & medieal school with & six year course. In our medicel

resesrch ve stress diseases found loecally. It is very &ifficult to get

osavers for medical students to vork on. Aatopsy and dissection has to
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Education

Bducation is free, buv not compulsory. Lvery child up to the age of 1
Ay Teceive sducation in govermment schools and &t governnent expma
Certain schools provide boarding arresgememts, £ti1ll, there ig only 5%
literecy in Afghanistan.

Scse students are sent to the foreigp sehools in Katml after thelr primary

. eGucation. ‘Then they must work for the government for & certaln pericd

after grwduating. The following foreign schocls arxe functloning in Kabul)

8. Freach school. 2000 students.

b. Americen school., 3000 students.

. Rritish school. Pour teachers. I 4o nct know the muaber of situdents.

4. Qerman school. 1500 studemts. About 50 teachers, wnost of whom are
Austyian, plus some Cermans.

Imployess of all these schools ere jaid by the Afghan Govermaent., Instruc-
tion is given in the Persian languspe until ecompletion ¢f the sixth giwmde,
after vhich teaching in forelgn lengueges is hegun at the gchools listed
above, 'The Engiish language is nov tne most popular, but formerly Fremch
and Geruan were,

Boys and girls ave sducated separately. In the citiaes children go two
school much aore regularly than in the villages. When we educate our
pecple we oan then contrcl the masser better and reduca thelir brutalisy.

Jeoncy

We are bullding a bydro-electric schese {the secopd-biggest in the vhole
vordd) which will start functioning withdn nine monthe (by Novembar 1953},
Thds is baing supervised by the US fimm of Norzxisun, Koeudsen Co, AS @
mtotm-mammmmm, ve will vater twc million
adMitional scres of lind and distribution of this land will be lindited to

10 acres per persce, vith noqgportunity for eny one parson to acquire more
than that amount. This rooject will alse be delpful to the textile industry.

Afgranistar profuces three-fourths of the world's ksrelul. We had US
$30,000,000 worth of pro&wtion of this wool last year (1952). Industry is
abgalutely fres in Afghanistan and 1s not subject to government cmtrol
within the country. There 1s contiul over international trade, however
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